NATIVE  EELIGIOUS  ENDOWMENTS.

THE strongly religious character of the Hindus, and the
striking forms in which their religion everywhere presents
itself, are very graphically described by Mountstuart
Elphinstone:

" Every town has temples of all descriptions, from a
shrine which barely holds the idol, to a pagoda with lofty
towers and spacious courts and colonnades. To all these
votaries are constantly repairing, to hang the image with
garlands, and to present it with fruits and flowers. The
banks of the river OT artificial sheet of water (for there is no
town which is not built on either one or the other) have often
noble flights of steps leading down to the water, which are
covered in the early part of the day with persons performing
their ablutions, and going through their devotions as they
stand in the stream. In the day, the attention is drawn by
the song, or by the graceful figures and flowing drapery, of
women as they bear their offerings to a temple.

" Parties of Brahmans and others pass on similar occa-
sions ; and frequently numerous processions move on, with
drums and music, to perform the ceremony of some parti-
cular holiday. They carry with them images, borne aloft
on stages, representations of temples, chariots, and other
objects, which, though of cheap and flimsy materials, are
made with skill and taste, and present a gay and glittering
appearance.

" At a distance from towns, temples are always found in